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1986

CREAT EXPLORATIONS
“Founders Gala”
a Joyoug Celebration!

VAR LEE HANLEY

Founding of Great ExplorationsHands On Museum.
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On November 27, the Junior League of St. Petersburg, in collaboration
1 9 8 7 with the exhibit design firm Hands On! Inc., unveiled Great Explorations,

The Hands On Museum.
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On March 30, Great Explorations relocated to its third and current location
on 4th Street North, next to the Historic Sunken Gardens.
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Great Explorations enhanced its offerings with the addition of our
treehouse, emphasizing more interactive and hands-on exhibits.
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2 u U 7 On August 23, Great Explorations made history as the first children's

museum to establish an on-site preschool. Jeanne and Dr. Bill Heller's
Early Explorations Preschool, formerly known as the Early Learning
Institute, opened its doors, serving 28 children in its inaugural year.

The Early Learning Institute at
Great Explorations, The Children's

= k & Museum
fa Everyone is talking about the

B new Pre-indergarten pro-
gram opening soon at Great

UM E:picrations, The Children's

3 Museum. Expanding on

Bl our popular early childhood

classas, the program will help

to further our mission of hav-

ing fun and learning.

Qur Mission is to Stimulate Learning Through Creativity, Play & Exploration

August/Sept 2007 Phone: (727) 821-8992 The Early Leaming Instituts is designed for ages
THE GRAND C ; Early LEAR s |NSTITUTE | three o five, with mixed abilitiss. Your child will be
> 2 < = Y = s s g 2 ke introduced to a wide variety of activities through 2

child-cantered curriculum that is generated from the
Interests of the child and their surrounding environ-
ment. We facilitate this by a combination of Reggio
Emilia Philosophy, Howard Gardner's Multiple Intel-
ligences, VSA arts-Start with the Arts program and
incorporating it with Creative Curriculum by Diane
Trister Dodge.

A special rate will apply for the
“founding families” so register your child today!

Great Explorations is excited to announce the cpening of our new preschool, The Early Learning Institute.
This child-centered, hands-on preschool takes children ages 2-5 and is NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL! This ex-
citing new program features: low teacher to child ratios, an excellent teaching staff, a creative

For more information or for atour, contact our
Education Department at 727-821-8992 ext. 211 or

Jmeallister@greatex.org
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Great Explorations achieved the highest honor and national recognition
fora museum. In February 2014, it became the first mid-sized children’s
museum in the United States to receive accreditation from the American
Alliance of Museums, the highest standard for museums. Great

Explorations remains the only children’s museum in Florida to earn this

distinction. At the time of accreditation, only eight children's museums out

of over 300 nationwide were accredited, and just 6% of the approximately
17,500 museums in the U.S. had achieved this prestigious recognition.

American
Alliance of
Museums

“The Accreditation Commission

—
Accreditation

Great Explorations Children's
Museum
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Celebrating 30 years of providing educational opportunities to children
2 o 1 7 and families, we launched a $2 million capital campaign to expand

Great Explorations.

.. ,Houghton-Wagman
Children’s Museum
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Great Explorations unveils a refreshed brand identity and expands
its preschool program from 86 to 110 students. The launch of STEAM
Learning was marked by the introduction of the “STEAM Machine/
donated by Crown Eurocars, along with the debut of new exhibits such as
Electric Avenue and Sandy Shack.

DOWNSTAIRS FLOOR PLAN UPSTAIRS FLOOR PLAN

- ‘—---P‘D —— - — _—

EXHIBIT DESIGN STUDIO ' PRESCHOOL REDESIGN
o E WITH CLASSROOM AND — |
ADDITIONAL RESTROOMS
CE

|__WEW CONSTRUCTION OF MEZZANINE
FOR PROGRAMMING AND RENTALS

NEW COLLABORATIVE
{ 2 WORKSPACE FOR STAFF—| =
AND OTHER NONPROFITS | ©§ L7 | OFF!

MR

»‘«Amm« PROCESS AND GIFT 8HOP ENTRY LOBEY
A0 ERHANGE GUEST EXPERIENCE "

LOGO LOCKUPS / PRIMARY

E
EX&%!A%IS

ere creativity o

2. purple type/white bkgrd

nen-purple bkgrd 2. purple bkgrd



GREAT EXPIORAT::NS

HIGHLIGHTS & MILESTONES

In response to the nationwide COVID-19 pandemic, Great Explorations
temporarily closed its doors to the public for the first time since 1987.
We shifted to digital learning with online resources, hosted our inaugural

virtual gala, and introduced the “Fossil Park” collection.
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o - Create stretching movements to show the weather
5 in different seasons. Do the stretches slowly, going
Many forms of dance tell a story. .
For example, Swan Lake is a famous Eucigh Sct ’ﬁ"‘ ’T{::’.u,m e coring
ballet that tells the story of a princess e
that is turned into a swan when a curse An example of your movements could be: Snivering, keeping
is placed on her. yoursalf warm snowing: wind. flowers growing. sun baating down,
‘summer showers, thundersiorms: yourself in the heat:
falling. pieking out a pui

Choose a book you've read and create

a dance that will tell part of the story. Do the stretches with your family as a way to start
=i your day or to take a break after class.

CULCIUTER ReAT o a
MIRROR MOVEMENT WEATHER JOURNAL

Each day for a week, observe and document
Play a slow song and stand facing the weather. You can use drawings and words.
someone else. As the music plays, one
person moves and dances. The other Be as specific as possible. Have a grown up help.
persen facing them should mirror their you find the temperature and forecast.

movements as exactly as possible. .
bkl o Other things to observe and document are: clouds,
Take turns being the leader. B T i
Try this with fast songs too!

Compare and contrast your findings with
) weather in Australia.
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Morris the Explorasaurus comes to life coinciding with the reopening of
hands-on learning. New exhibits opened like the Critter Cave, Nursing
Nook, and | Dream in Lego. Great Explorations launched their initiative to

bring Science back to St. Pete. Relaunch of in-person fundraising.

REOPENING

GREAT EXPIORATI#NS

Wearing a mask or face covering is
required according to the City's order.
Disposable masks will be available if
needed. Cover coughs and sneezes.
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Klement Family Dental's “The Smile Spot" exhibit opens at Great Ex,
alongside a new off-site exhibit at PIE Airport. We also partnered with
Midtown to launch the Midtown Community Youth Garden. New programs,

including “Ten Tuesdays” and “Welcoming Wednesday," were introduced.

Additionally, we officially debuted Morris the Explorasaurus on social media,
kicking off our Morris Explores series.

KLEMENT
FAMILY DENTAL
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FREE ADMISSION
EVERY TUESDAY!

For Families with SNAP EBT or WIC Card
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