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Founding of Great ExplorationsHands On Museum.1986
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On November 27, the Junior League of St. Petersburg, in collaboration 
with the exhibit design firm Hands On! Inc., unveiled Great Explorations, 
The Hands On Museum.1987
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Great Explorations relocated to a new site at the pier in downtown St. Pete.1998
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On March 30, Great Explorations relocated to its third and current location 
on 4th Street North, next to the Historic Sunken Gardens.2003
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Great Explorations enhanced its offerings with the addition of our 
treehouse, emphasizing more interactive and hands-on exhibits.2005
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On August 23, Great Explorations made history as the first children’s 
museum to establish an on-site preschool. Jeanne and Dr. Bill Heller’s 
Early Explorations Preschool, formerly known as the Early Learning 
Institute, opened its doors, serving 28 children in its inaugural year.

2007



HIGHLIGHTS & MILESTONES
Great Explorations achieved the highest honor and national recognition 
for a museum. In February 2014, it became the first mid-sized children’s 
museum in the United States to receive accreditation from the American 
Alliance of Museums, the highest standard for museums. Great 
Explorations remains the only children’s museum in Florida to earn this 
distinction. At the time of accreditation, only eight children’s museums out 
of over 300 nationwide were accredited, and just 6% of the approximately 
17,500 museums in the U.S. had achieved this prestigious recognition.

2014
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Celebrating 30 years of providing educational opportunities to children 
and families, we launched a $2 million capital campaign to expand 
Great Explorations.2017
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Great Explorations unveils a refreshed brand identity and expands 
its preschool program from 86 to 110 students. The launch of STEAM 
Learning was marked by the introduction of the “STEAM Machine,” 
donated by Crown Eurocars, along with the debut of new exhibits such as 
Electric Avenue and Sandy Shack.

2018
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In response to the nationwide COVID-19 pandemic, Great Explorations 
temporarily closed its doors to the public for the first time since 1987. 
We shifted to digital learning with online resources, hosted our inaugural 
virtual gala, and introduced the “Fossil Park” collection.

2020
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Morris the Explorasaurus comes to life coinciding with the reopening of
hands-on learning. New exhibits opened like the Critter Cave, Nursing
Nook, and I Dream in Lego. Great Explorations launched their initiative to
bring Science back to St. Pete. Relaunch of in-person fundraising.

2020
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Klement Family Dental’s “The Smile Spot” exhibit opens at Great Ex, 
alongside a new off-site exhibit at PIE Airport. We also partnered with 
Midtown to launch the Midtown Community Youth Garden. New programs, 
including “Ten Tuesdays” and “Welcoming Wednesday,” were introduced. 
Additionally, we officially debuted Morris the Explorasaurus on social media, 
kicking off our Morris Explores series.

2020


